. everythmg from 1mmumzatxons
to Ianguage when it comes to-
_ receiving an-education. ,

' These and issues concerning

- education in‘the Hispanic com-
munity were the focus of aforum .
hoste b’y Un1V151on Chlcago a

- ‘area were encouraged to join a
“ panel of six expertsin the fields
. of education, health and com-
. munity: relations to learn more
- about education:

One” drscussmn centered'
. around what immunizationsiare-
* required for public schools in:
* Aurora. Audience members ex-

‘ence .,

were worried about how it would
affecttheir ch11dren when it was
time to register. ‘

Taylor said if documentation
is not available upon registra-
tion, they will have six weeks to
obtain that information,

‘The dialogue, which was re-
corded for television, was con--
~ ducted in Spanish, with the only

exceptions being the two panel
members who did not speak .
Spanish: Pamela Taylor, family

nurse practitioner, and Dr. Je-

-rome Roberts; East’ Aurora
.school supermtendent Transla—

tions were provided.

“I am glad for this experi-
. it provides af opportu-
nity for,me" to.empathize with

-how (Spanish speakers) feel in

an English-speaking society,”
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Topics discussed 1ncluded‘
health and nutrition for stu-

. dents, registering for public

schools, how to help students

getinto college and how to sup-

portrecent immigrants who are

‘ot famrhar with the educatlon

system.

Moderating the discussion
were Univision’s Enrique Rodri-
guez and Paula Gomez.

Panelists included Roberts;

Taylor; Eva Serrano, director of

Community and School Partner-
ships at Aurora University; Jesse
Ruiz, president of the Illinois

State Board of Education; Sunny

Chico, president of SPC Consu1t~

ing; and Elizabeth Cervantes,

social worker at East High.
- Many parents were concerned

‘about getting their children to
-eat the right kinds of food.

The panel 'em-pha'sized that

chlldren who g0 fo school hun— .

gry or dehydrated cannot focus
properly in the classroom, so,

eating breakfast and bringing:

water are both essential; .-
Panelists also encouraged

parents:to take active roles in

‘their children’s education by

: ‘asklng them whatthey are learn-

ing at school, by having the chil-
dren read to them and by

‘keepmg chlldren on a sched-

ule: .

your children are spending time

-with,” Chico added. “My daugh-

ter is in her 20s, and as long as

.she is living in my house Ineed

to know where sheis.” -
‘The tone of the event chaniged

slightly when Serrano spoke

candidly of Latino education.
““We have a very strong crisis
in education in the Latino com-

munity,” Serrano said. “Adults

. “Also, keep an eye on who'

\

ucatlon a concern among Hispanics

ties obtammg med1_cal records‘ ‘
. after recently immigrating and

need to change thelr train of

“ thought. We want our kids to
“work, but education should be’

their No. 1job.”

~Ruiz also remmded parents ‘

they need not be concerned

- aboutlegal status when it cornes

to education.
“InIllinois, students have the
rightto educatron regardless of

Jegal status,” Ruiz said. “Public
schools will admit students with-
out a Social Security number.

and w111 provide bllmgual ser-
vices.” -

The issue of b1hngual educa~
tion brought conflicting opin-

- ions from the audience. Some

felt it helped to ease the transi-

tion of Spanish-speaking stu-

dents into an English-speaking

‘society, while others felt it actu-
ally hindered the learmng pro-
.cess.

“Many famrhes want their

chlldren to learn Enghsh at

school and speak Spanish at
home,” said one audience mem-

ber. “I‘am a bilingual teacher,

and 1 know bilingual students -
are only required to speak Eng-:

lish' 90 minutes of the day — 90
minutes out of 24 hours is not
enough to learnit”"
‘Roberts. encouraged every-
one present to-utilize resources
available to them, from teachers
to counselors and public librar-
ies. He said summer vacation is
not a vacation from studying,
and children should still read
and practice skills they need for
school, He also emphasized the
importance of parental expecta-
tions when it comesto college.
“If you want your children to

‘goto college, starttalking about

it in elementary-school,” Rob-

erts said. “They need to know -

it’s expected of them.” . -




